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In Praise of Folly by Erasmus
Study Questions – Junior Class
What does Folly boast of in the first paragraph?

What reason does Folly give for giving her own encomium?

How will hers be better than those given on behalf of “nobles or wise men”?

What does Folly think of Plato's idea about philosopher kings?

How is it that Folly laid the foundation of the great cities?

What are the two main obstacles to knowledge of things, according to Folly?

Folly states that a man cured of his passions is no man at all. What is he, then?

What is the trouble with the wise man, according to Folly?

What is Folly's complaint about Science?

What does she think of medicine?

Why is it folly to pray to saints, according to Folly?

Why are the professors of the arts foolish?

What does Folly answer to the claim that it is a sad thing to be mistaken?

How does Folly consider Plato's allegory of the cave?

How is folly better than drunkenness?

Why does Folly not mind that no one sacrifices to her or builds her a temple?

How are the university professors and school masters foolish?

Why does Folly pass over criticizing the clergy as foolish?

What is Folly's critique of the various religious orders?

What is her critique of the papacy?

What does Plato's Allegory of the Cave demonstrate, according to Folly?

What is more valuable in Folly's estimation: spiritual goods or corporeal goods?

Does Folly succeed in proving that mankind owes much to her?

Given the last few lines, do you think she proves her initial argument that mankind owes her a great debt?
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