
Thank you to all of the parents for 
allowing us to join you in the 
intellectual and spiritual formation of 
your students.  It is an honor and a 
privilege to help reinforce the 
lessons and virtues you are teaching 
at home, and I look forward to the 
year ahead! 
 
May God Bless You and Your 
Families! 
 
Dr. Russell 

It has been such a joy to welcome 
the students and to work with them 
each day in the past couple of weeks.   
 

One of the things I most enjoy at the 
beginning of each new school year is 
the opportunity to get to know the 
new students and learn about their 
unique talents.  I also love to witness 
the continued personal and 
intellectual growth of our returning 
students.  It is remarkable how much 
the students mature from one school 
year to the next.   
 

As I reflect on this, I realize how 
thankful I am to work with students 
in an environment that allows the 
faculty to know the students so well.   
 

In recent months, I have received 
multiple brochures for educational 
talks and conferences that encourage 
teachers and schools to move toward 
“student-centered” learning as the 
“evolution of education.”  Some of 
the hallmarks of this include 
increasing student engagement and 
participation in class, creating 
opportunities for student leadership 
in the learning process, and 
understanding the individual needs 
of each student.  
I am struck by the way that the 

ancient Classical model of education 
fits this “evolution.”  Particularly 
through the Socratic discussions in 
class, students enthusiastically share 
their ideas and learn how to direct 
the conversation toward the 
underlying meaning and truths 
contained in the texts.  The small 
class sizes give the faculty the chance 
to give individualized feedback to 
each student and challenge them to 
improve their skills “on the spot.”   
 
However, the Chesterton Academy 
curriculum also implements 
something that is missing in so much 
of “student-centered” education 
today:  the focus on the spiritual life 
and character development.  While 
we are excited about the academic 
accomplishments of the students, we 
know that they, like all of us, must 
grow in virtue and sound character 
to truly be the leaders and saints that 
they are called to be.  By examining 
the character of historical and 
literary figures, by studying theology 
and our faith, and by pursuing 
activities that are difficult, yet 
rewarding, our students develop 
perseverance and fortitude, while 
receiving a well-rounded education.   
 

Students in Dr. Kampfl’s Earth 

Science class begin their study 

of God’s wondrous universe by 

constructing models of 

different constellations.  By 

holding the models to the light, 

students are able to see how 

the constellation may truly 

appear in the night sky! 
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“Education is simply the soul of 

a society as it passes from one 

generation to another.”  

-G.K. Chesterton 



P A G E  2  

“By the end of the 

game, the house 

with the most 

tallies earns the 

point!” 

Beautiful day to find 

six-legged organisms! 

Latin I 

Algebra I 

Biology 
Students have discussed the 

characteristics of life in class.  

All living organisms: 

 respond to their 

environment 

 grow and change 

 reproduce and have 

offspring 

 have a complex chemistry 

 maintain homeostasis 

 are built of structures 

called cells 

 pass their traits onto 

their offspring  

Students have discovered the 

scientific method and proper 

microscope usage.  

 

The young 

biologists were able 

to experience true 

nature while they 

began catching a 

wide variety of six-

legged organisms 

for their insect collections. 

of their textbook!  All 

students are working hard 

to learn these abstract 

concepts and enjoy “the 

math game” to warm up 

math skills.  Students are 

verbally given a series of 

operations and numbers. 

Then students are asked to 

Our students are 

beginning to learn 

broad concepts in 

the art and science of 

Algebra including 

powers and order of 

operations. The class 

is already almost 

through chapter one 

complete the equation 

entirely in their heads! No 

paper or calculators 

allowed! 

tally given to their house.  By the end 

of the game, the house with the most 

tallies earns the point!  

In Chesterton’s Latin 1 class, the 

students get to practice vocabulary 

and earn house points!  All 

Chesterton students are grouped 

into two houses: Augustine and 

Chrysostom.  As the class studies 

new vocabulary, Ms. Berlinger writes 

them into flashcards, which they then 

review in a game format.  She flips 

the cards over and the quickest 

student to know the answer gets a 

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  



Drama 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Banks request 

the honor of your presence at the 

upcoming production of Father of 

the Bride, the tender romantic 

comedy by Caroline Francke. This 

happy celebration of love and 

marriage begins on January 16th 

and runs through January 18th!  

 

Stanley Banks is a happy suburban 

husband and father of two. One 

Sunday morning, his 21 year old 

daughter Kay announces to the 

family that she’s getting married – 

and Stanley’s world is turned 

upside down. He realizes that he is 

no longer just a husband and a 

father… he has become something 

that has instilled fear into the 

hearts of brave men since the 

beginning of time: He is now the 

Father of the Bride!  

 

Everything starts out well when 

Kay and her fiancé say they want to 

keep things as simple — a wedding 

with “no fuss or feathers.”  They 

agree to limit the guest count to no 

more than fifty. But somehow, the 

invitation list soon balloons to over 

three hundred. How did that 

happen? But it gets worse. The 

Banks family has forgotten that the 

groom’s family will want to invite 

guests as well!   

 

Soon, the entire Banks family is 

careening pell-mell toward their 

daughter’s special day, with 

misunderstandings, misadventures, 

and delightful confusion along the 

way. As these all-too-fallible 

characters try to cope with one of 

life’s milestones, audiences will 

recognize many timeless truths 

about love, marriage and the bonds 

of family that hold us together. In 

the next few weeks, Drama 11 

students will be reading the script, 

auditioning for parts, and 

rehearsing for this delightful 

comedy. Stay tuned for a Save-the-

Date in the near-future!  

Fun Fact:  

Caroline Francke wrote this stage 

play in 1951 based on the 1949 

novel by Edward Streeter, Father 

of the Bride. The story has 

delighted audiences for generations 

with its warm insights and wit. This 

tale has twice been made into a 

movie, first in 1950 with Spencer 

Tracy and Elizabeth Taylor, and 

again in 1991 with Steve Martin, 

Diane Keaton and Martin Short. 

Both of these films were followed 

up by sequels (Father’s Little 

Dividend and Father of the Bride, 

Part II), a television sitcom in the 

early 1960s, and various other 

adaptations. 

Homeschool of Front Royal, 

Virginia in 2013. She graduated with 

her Bachelor's Degree from 

Bradley University in 2017 with a 

double major in English and History 

and a concentration in Creative 

Writing and received her Master's 

Degree in English at Bradley 

University in the spring of 2019. In 

2014, Miss Berlinger self-published 

a 600-page fantasy novel about the 

legends of the Irish tradition called 

Atirion: The Forgotten Isle with 

Xlibris publishers and also had a 

short story accepted to the Santa 

Fe Writers Journal. In her spare 

time she enjoys 

training horses, 

reading, and 

honing her home-

making skills: 

cooking, baking 

bread, knitting, 

sewing, candle 

making and soap 

making.  

ANNA BERLINGER 

Our newest addition to the faculty 

at Chesterton Academy of the 

Sacred Heart is Miss Anna 

Berlinger.  Miss Berlinger will be 

teaching Latin I on Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays. Miss 

Berlinger is the daughter of a 

German father and Irish-American 

mother. Having heard English 

spoken by her mother and German 

from her father, she was raised 

bilingual. Homeschooled 

throughout her childhood, Anna 

graduated from the Seton 

Focus on Faculty 



September 
 Wednesday, Sept. 11—Mum fundraiser order forms and money DUE 
 Monday, Sept. 16 – Open Gym (Men) – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
  Volunteer supervisor: Mr. Kortz 
 Sunday, Sept. 22—Pick up mum fundraiser orders 
 Tuesday, Sept. 24 – Parent Meeting – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
  
October 
 Tuesday, Oct. 1 – Informational Meeting/Open House – 6:30 p.m. to 8:00p.m. 
  Volunteers:  Mrs. Schultz (lead) and Mrs. Twait 
 Monday, Oct. 7 – Open Gym (Women) – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
  Volunteer supervisor:  Mrs. Hamilton (lead) and Mrs. Thomas 
 Friday, Oct. 11 – Teacher In-service – No School for Students 
 Monday, Oct. 14 – Columbus Day – No School 
 Tuesday, Oct. 15 – Shadow Day 
 Monday, Oct. 21 – Open Gym (Men) – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

4020 N. Brandywine Drive 

Peoria, IL 61604 

 

Phone: 309-213-3958 

E-mail: office@chestertonpeoria.com 

Chesterton Academy of the Sacred Heart is a private high 

school guided by the Truths of the Catholic Faith and loyal 

to the Magisterium. Its goal is to provide an affordable 

Classical curriculum steeped in tradition, and augmented 

by the Socratic Method in order to cultivate its students 

both spiritually and academically. As a school, it will 

reinforce the role of parents as primary educators of their 

children and promote the importance of the family as the 

basic building block of a civilized society. Faith and reason 

will be interwoven in every class and joy shall be present 

from the entrance hymn of the daily Mass to the closing 

bell of the school day for the greater glory of God.  

Key Dates 

Volunteers  

Always needed 

Always appreciated 


