
 

students learn that they can ALL write 
effectively and persuasively.   
 

In art class, Mrs. Knott starts with 
drawing lines.  The students then outline 
the contour of objects, practice 
gradations of shading, and then apply 
these skills in drawing eggs, spheres, 
and, eventually, faces.  The students 
then proceed to color theory, water 
colors, acrylic paint, and then oils.  On 
the following pages, you will see some of 
the fruits of these efforts, but please 
note: there was a natural progression 
from the basics to this level of 
accomplishment.  
 

This is authentic education: giving each 
student the tools to proceed from their 
current state to a higher level of 
accomplishment and coupling those 
techniques to virtues such as patience, 
fortitude, and perseverance, which are 
necessary to master those skills.  The 
threefold pillars of intellectual, spiritual, 
and character formation, which the 
academy is built upon, allow us to 
practice this type of education.   
 

It is a true joy to witness our students’ 
accomplishments in the various 
activities of the school.  “Thank You” 
Master Schultz, Mr. Palmer, and Mr. 
Rupert for all of your leadership in 
developing the robotics program at 
Chesterton Academy.  And “Thank You” 
to all of our families for the privilege to 
be a part of your student’s education.  It 
is such a joy to work with them each 
day!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the most frequent 
questions I receive from parents 
who are interested in 
Chesterton Academy is:  “Will 
my student be prepared to 
attend the classes at 
Chesterton?”  I thought about 
this question as I watched our 
robotics team compete in their 
first match of the season last 
Saturday.  
 

In the first year, the students 
built simple robots and learned 
the basics of sensors, motors, 
designing, building, and 
programming.  Last year was an 
opportunity for the students to 
apply those concepts in the 
tournament setting and “learn 
the ropes” of teamwork in the 
arena of competition.  The fruits 
of this development were 
evident in the design of the 
robot at the beginning of this 
season.  It was notable how 
much better developed the 
robot is this year than at the 
beginning of the first 

competition season, and I look 
forward to the future success of 
our team.  
 

As I reflect on this development, 
it important to note that this 
represents the educational 
approach that we employ 
across the curriculum at 
Chesterton Academy.    
 

While the depth of the 
curriculum may seem daunting, 
we begin freshman year by 
teaching the students the skills 
they need to succeed in the 
rigorous curriculum that is 
offered.  We work on note-
taking skills, outline the 
guidelines for effective 
classroom discussions, and 
discuss methods to annotate 
texts.  We then proceed to the 
fundamentals of each class.   
 

For example, in writing class, we 
implement proven stylistic 
techniques, such as strong 
verbs, quality adjectives, and 
varied sentence openers that 
elevate the quality and maturity 
of writing automatically.  We 
move into more advanced 
techniques, such as alliteration, 
metaphors, and literary 
symbolism, and then turn our 
attention to practicing these 
techniques in an organized 
writing structure.  Through a 
combination of creative and 
analytical writing exercises, the 

On November 
7th, Fr. Hugh-
Mary provided a 
blessing for the 
students, faculty, 
and staff of 
Chesterton 
Academy of the 
Sacred Heart. 
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“Art, like morality, 

consists in 

drawing the line 

somewhere.” – 

G.K. Chesterton  
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Classical Education-The Best Preparation for STEM 
By Christopher Perrin, PhD April 7, 2015 

Meet Kaa! 
Students had the 
opportunity to vote for the 
type of animal they wanted 
as a school pet for the 
students to learn about and 
care for.  This year, students 
voted to have a snake!  This 
corn snake has charmed his 
way into our hearts.  He’s 
small now but will grow 
quite a bit throughout the 
school year! 

learning Latin, and not much else. 

I won’t attempt to rehearse the last 100 years of 
educational history, but I highlight the beginning 
of progressive education and one small example 
to point out that the current STEM conversation is 
nothing really new. It is rather a continuation of 
America’s argument about what an education is 
and should be. Is it the cultivation of a human 
being or is it job training? In what ways could it 
be both? 

As America possesses a large strain of 
pragmatism, there is naturally always going to be 
a loud voice arguing for a practical education—
education that is really more vocational training 
than anything else. It is the American pragmatist 
who asks of the English major, “What are you 
going to do with that?” and of Shakespeare 
“What is Shakespeare going to do for me?” It 
rarely occurs to the pragmatist to ask, “What will 
Shakespeare do to me?” 

But here is the paradox: One of man’s chief 
practical needs is not to be a pragmatist (that’s 
Chesterton by the way). Studying the liberal arts 
actually does impart a freedom of soul, mind, 
conscience, and spirit that makes men and 
women the best versions of themselves and thus, 
yes, better workers of all kinds—better scientist, 
engineers, and computer programmers. In fact, a 
liberally educated engineer (a rarity) appears 
today almost as a god.  

 

Continued on page 6 

For some reason, the last month has featured a 
flurry of articles about the importance of STEM 
education and the relevance of the liberal arts. No 
doubt the country has become increasingly 
aware of the “global marketplace” and we 
continue to wince over our math scores in 
comparison to other developed countries. From 
time to time countries such as Finland 
(population 5.5 million) and Singapore (also 5.5 
million) are cited as examples we should emulate. 

During the last few years, the liberal arts have 
come under increasing scrutiny as many are 
questioning the value of studying English, history, 
philosophy, and the so-called “humanities” if we 
expect to produce graduates who will be able to 
compete in the global marketplace that seems to 
require more scientists, mathematicians, 
engineers, and computer programmers. 

Well, this is not a new conversation or debate. In 
the United States, the debate started around 
1890 with the establishment of the Committee of 
Ten, the national education committee (!) that 
made a study of education in the US and made 
suggestions for improvement. That was the 
inauguration of the progressive era of education, 
in which the liberal arts came under scrutiny, 
suspicion, and then attack—for many decades. As 
one small example, progressive theorists 
critiqued the study of Latin as a subject good for . 
. . the study of Latin. In other words they argued 
that the study of Latin had no “mental training” 
value, no transferable skill to other kinds of 
learning in other subjects. Latin was good for 
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Beautiful day to find 

“Time” to create! The sundial is an ancient tool 
used to tell time.  Students and 
guest students joined to create 
their own. They brought their 
finished works outside to see 
how well they worked.  

Pumpkin Carving 
Teams from each house created jack-o’-lanterns 
for a house competition.  Students also dressed in 
costumes to celebrate Halloween!  Our winning 
team created a pumpkin with several 
constellations one would see in the October sky. 
Congratulations to the team from House St. 
Augustine! The other jack-o’-lanterns (pictured 
below) featured a pro-life pumpkin, and two G.K. 
Chesterton pumpkins. Great job to all students! 

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  
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How big is a Mole? 
One mole is equal 
to 6.02214179×1023 
atoms, or other 
elementary units 
such as molecules. 
But what does that 
actually mean?  
Our students 
attempted to wrap 
their minds around 
the concept using 
recognizable items! 

Celebrating All Saints’ Day 
Upper classmen created drawings and paintings of a saint of 
their choosing in preparation of All Saints’ Day. Can you 
identify these famous faces? 

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  
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Donation Wish Lists 
V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  I V  

It’s an undeniable fact—schools need a 
tremendous amount of products in order to be 
effective caregivers and teachers of young men 
and young ladies! Chesterton Academy of the 
Sacred Heart is no different.  We do what we can to 
‘do more with less’ but we still need your help!  Our 
students work hard each day to keep our learning 
space clean and tidy, and the faculty truly enjoy 
doing what we can to provide a home-like 
experience. A list like this will be provided in each 
Notes and Quotes issue of items the school 
currently needs.  You are welcome to send these 
items with your child or drop them off to the 
school at your convenience.  You could even order 
them online and have them shipped directly to the 
school! 

charter school in Minnesota for 
the past five years.  Her 
upbringing was technically 
United Methodist but her 
family, while spiritual, was not 
overly devout. She developed a 
personal relationship with 
Christ throughout her life and 
chose to convert to the Catholic 
faith after meeting her now 
husband Tyler. She and Tyler 
live in Dunlap with their two 
children, Clara (4 1/2) and 

Erica Higgins joined the 
faculty in August of this year 
as the Administrative 
Assistant.  Her background is 
in music education, as she has 
received her bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in music 
education from the University 
of Toledo and the University 
of Akron, respectively.  She 
moved to Peoria after 
teaching band and orchestra 
at a Classical Education 

Focus on Staff - Erica Higgins 

One easy way to support our school is to use Amazon Smile 
and add Chesterton Academy of the Sacred Heart as a 
beneficiary.  A small portion of everything you purchase on 
Amazon will be given to our school at no extra cost to you! 

Many of these items listed below currently come from the 
school’s budget.  They will continue to be provided by the 
budget if not donated, but the more items that are donated 
by families, the more money can be spent in the classroom 
directly benefiting your student’s education!  

We know you already invest an enormous amount of money 
into your child’s education. Your child attends Chesterton 
Academy of the Sacred Heart because you know how 
important that investment is!  Thank you for your support of 
Chesterton Academy and allowing us to work with you in the 
formation of your students! 

Connor (18mo). She attends St. 
Jude church and regularly sings 
with the 9am mass choir!  She 
will on occasion play flute for the 
masses as well.  She loves to 
crochet, cook and bake with her 
children, and discover new 
learning with her husband.  They 
are even known to have Socratic 
discussions when they learn 
new things!  

Supply Requests 

 Dry-erase markers (colorful!) Expo brand, please 

 Rolling cart for microwave 

 Paper plates for shadow days 

 Disposable forks and spoons for shadow days 

 Disposable coffee cups for events 

***We ask that students supply their own utensils, 
plates, and cups for lunches and coffee.  The school 
does not provide these for daily use; however, if par-
ents would like to continue to donate these for gen-
eral use, as they have in the past, they are welcome 
to do so. 

Cleaning Supply Requests 

 Glass cleaner 

 Paper towels 

 Tissues 

 Disinfecting wipes 

 Handheld disposable dusters 
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Classical Education-The best preparation for STEM  

(cont. from p2) 
The engineers, who can ask the large questions, integrate knowledge, work across disciplines, and write and speak 
beautifully and persuasively, they are the engineers who start companies or rise up as division managers and CEOs. 

Might you find counter examples? Sure. We know well the stereotype of the English major waiting tables or working 
at Starbucks. What we don’t know well is the fact that English majors are also more likely than many other majors to 
be CEOs of Fortune 500 companies. 

Others more informed than I make these points well. This concept is the larger thesis of Tony Wagner’s book The 
Global Achievement Gap. His research shows that the skills that government, military, and business leaders want in 
their employees are the fruits of . . . a liberal arts education. His list of the seven survival skills needed today indeed is 
the fruit of a liberal arts education: 

1. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

2. Collaboration Across Networks and Leading by Influence 

3. Agility and Adaptability 

4. Initiative and Entrepreneurialism 

5. Effective Oral and Written Communication 

6. Accessing and Analyzing Information 

7. Curiosity and Imagination 

I should also cite the common (almost clichéd) examples of technological leaders arguing that liberal arts training is 
a part of what makes technology sing. Steve Jobs described Apple as the intersection of the liberal arts and 
technology. Mark Zuckerberg studied Greek and Greek philosophy. Damon Harowitz, the in-house philosopher at 
Google, has written an article entitled “Why You Should Quit Your Technology Job and Get a Humanities PhD.” What 
Horowitz says is insightful: technological work tends to keep one’s head down, focused on the particular. The 
humanities lift your head up to consider the larger world, the ideals that make us human, the general. 

Yes, with college costs continuing to rise, there are competing calls for what education should be and for what 
students should major in. Senator Marco Rubio encourages students to think twice before majoring in Greek 
philosophy (like Mark Zuckerberg), but a professional chemist writes that she needs chemists with a liberal arts 
education. 

Let me offer what I think can help both sides of this debate: return to K–12 liberal arts education. College ought not to 
be the time at which one must chose between chemistry and classic literature. It is possible, and used to be 
common, to get a robust liberal arts education before college (and during college). Many classically educated college 
students I know are opting for double majors (yes, even English and chemistry). 

We should also note that the liberal arts traditionally includes the mathematical arts—arithmetic, geometry, 
astronomy, and music (the study of harmony and ratio), making it a false dichotomy to pit the “liberal arts” against 
science and math. This is a large weakness in the debate: we no longer know what the liberal arts are, nor why they 
are called “arts,” nor why they are called “liberal.” Without understanding the very words we are using in debate, we 
are doomed before we begin. A good study of the trivium arts (grammar, logic, and rhetoric) would prevent this. 

I will conclude with two points. First, let me restate the point above. The liberal arts are not opposed to STEM 
education, but rather incorporate a good deal of STEM education—in particular mathematical and scientific 
education. My daughter graduated in a class of four from a local classical school. One graduate is in medical school, 
another is a PhD student in physical therapy, another is designing apps for the iPad with a tech company in 
Philadelphia, my daughter is studying for her master’s degree in counseling at Villanova. 

Second, many predict that more than 50 percent of the jobs that will exist in the next ten years don’t exist now. In 
other words, we need to educate students who are nimble, adaptable, agile, and innovative—the fruit of a classical 
education. 

 

https://insideclassicaled.com/classical-education-the-best-preparation-for-stem/  

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  

http://www.amazon.com/Global-Achievement-Gap-Survival-Need%C2%97/dp/0465055974/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1428415701&sr=1-1&keywords=global+achievement+gap
http://www.amazon.com/Global-Achievement-Gap-Survival-Need%C2%97/dp/0465055974/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1428415701&sr=1-1&keywords=global+achievement+gap
http://www.openculture.com/2012/08/horowitz_says_quit_your_tech_job_and_get_a_phd_in_the_humanities.html
http://www.wsj.com/articles/christopher-scalia-conservatives-please-stop-trashing-the-liberal-arts-1427494073
https://insideclassicaled.com/classical-education-the-best-preparation-for-stem/


Robotics 
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On November 8, the robotics team competed in 
their first meet of the 2019-2020 season along with 
16 other teams in the Central Illinois region. The 
team is made up of 3 freshmen (Maria, Cici, and 
Josh), two sophomores (Jessica and Danny), and 
one Junior (Phillip). They upgraded their robot and 
purchased a 3D printer to aid in designing and 
building the robot. They played five matches on 
Saturday, having started building and preparing 
the robot in October. While the team had a few 
mishaps during each match many of the issues 
were out of their control due to being paired with 
another team during the autonomous period.  This 
year’s team mainly focused on the autonomous 
portion as this is one area that a bulk of the points 
can be gained. The team did a great job 

programming the robot to be at a competitive 
level. The next step now is to work on making the 
programming more robust followed by immense 
amounts of practice! Again this year the team 
faced a bit of adversity for they only had two team 
members for the first part of the competition. The 
competition hosts also had some technical issues 
during the beginning of the competition which 
delayed everyone for about two hours.  However, 
Maria stepped up and learned some new skills in 
driving the robot! She also sought other teams to 
understand their strategies during the 
autonomous and tele-op mode of play. Great job 
Maria!  The team has three more meets coming up. 
They will continue to prepare, and they are looking 
forward to improving more each meet. 

The fall dance/open house occurred on No-
vember 8th. Tremendous fun was had by 
all!  Families enjoyed a lesson from our very 
own Mr. Abraham Ghantous, then danced 
and laughed the night away! 

Jump, Jive, and Wail! 

V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  I V  



November 
Monday, Nov. 18 – Open Gym (Men) – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 Volunteer supervisor:  Mr. Kortz 

 Monday - Friday, Nov. 25 – 29 – Thanksgiving Break – No School 
 
December 

Monday, Dec. 2 – Open Gym (Co-Ed) – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 Volunteer supervisor: Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs. Thomas 
Monday, Dec. 16 – Open Gym (Men) – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
 Volunteer supervisor: Mr. Kortz 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 – Christmas Choir Concert – 7:00 p.m. 
Required for All Students** 
 Friday, Dec. 20 – Last Day Before Christmas Break 
 Monday Dec. 23 Christmas Break Begins 

4020 N. Brandywine Drive 

Peoria, IL 61604 

 

Phone: 309-213-3958 

E-mail: office@chestertonpeoria.com 

Chesterton Academy of the Sacred Heart is a private high 

school guided by the Truths of the Catholic Faith and loyal 

to the Magisterium. Its goal is to provide an affordable 

Classical curriculum steeped in tradition, and augmented 

by the Socratic Method in order to cultivate its students 

both spiritually and academically. As a school, it will 

reinforce the role of parents as primary educators of their 

children and promote the importance of the family as the 

basic building block of a civilized society. Faith and reason 

will be interwoven in every class and joy shall be present 

from the entrance hymn of the daily Mass to the closing 

bell of the school day for the greater glory of God.  

Key Dates 

Volunteers  

Always needed 

Always appreciated 


