
 

As I write this, we are exactly one month into the second semester of the 
school year.  January tends to be a less active month in schools, but this 
year the students presented three drama performances, stood as a 
witness to hope in Washington, D.C., participated in the communion of 
saints in support of life by attending the Bishop’s Mass for Life, executed 
two service projects for our own community, emerged victorious in 
robotics competitions, and demonstrated growth in numerous classroom 
activities.   
 

As you look through the pages of this newsletter, you will see examples of 
this extensive growth of the community among the students. 

Through all of this, I greatly appreciate the many efforts, support, and kind, encouraging words of 
numerous individuals.  But my favorite comment I received was after the Saturday evening 
performance of Father of the Bride.  I invited a couple who had no prior interaction with the school to 
attend the performance that night.  I saw them the next day, and one of them pulled me aside, looked 
me directly in the eye while donning a solemn facial expression, and told me: 
 

“Throughout the whole play, all I could see  
is that these were students with a purpose.“ 

 
I was stunned by the intense directness of this person’s observation and heartened that she perceived 
this. 
 
Fundamentally, the goal of the academy is to enable students to find their unique purpose for which 
God has created them, and help them develop the gifts (which He also gave them) that they need to 
fulfill that purpose.   
 
For me, this calls to mind Christ’s words that “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  
Once one experiences this abundance of life, that abundance can’t help but overflow and shine forth to 
others, bringing hope and light to the world.   I am overwhelmingly grateful to the students for 
embracing their task and working together to achieve it.   
 
And, of course, this would not be possible without the support of their families.  Thank you, parents, for 
the joy and privilege of being able to work with you to form these young men and women each day.  
And thank you for all of the sacrifices you have made to bring this community to fruition.   

Students in the Latin I class 
have been preparing to take 
the National Latin Exam in 
March. This exam will test 
their knowledge against other 
students at their level 
throughout the country. 
Students may also qualify for 
college scholarships! 
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 Registration open! 

“...weariness...is 

the enemy of all 

noble things.” – 

G.K. Chesterton  
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4 Elevator Pitches for Classical Education 
By Joshua Gibbs Jan 28, 2020 

Behold the Star! 
Songs from around the 
world and throughout 
history were highlighted at 
the Christmas and Advent 
choir concert in December. 
The performance was a 
beautiful representation of 
the hard work students 
have been doing in choir 
class! 

last—into our souls so that our souls 
can last, too.   
 
3. It’s hard to like really good things. We thumb through 
copies of Paradise Lost at Barnes & Noble and think, “I 
really ought to read this,” but then we buy some recent 
book which looks more exciting. We scan through the 
radio and find Beethoven’s 7th on NPR and think, “I wish 
I liked this, but I don’t,” then listen to the Top 40 instead. 
It’s hard to like good things because they are good and 
we are not. Good things are an acquired taste, but a 
classical education helps people acquire a taste for good 
things. 
 
4. James Baldwin once said, “Children have never been 
very good at listening to their elders, but they have 
never failed to imitate them.” Classical educators believe 
a teacher’s competence is nothing other than his ability 
to live a life worthy of imitation. Naturally, any teacher 
whose life is worthy of imitation is, in turn, imitating 
someone else. Classical educators believe the men and 
women whose lives are worthy of imitation are not 
hidden, but easy to find: they are not men of theory 
who promise the world, but men of experience whose 
accomplishments have stood the test of time.   
 
Joshua Gibbs  
is an author, lecturer, and teacher of classical literature 
at Veritas School in Richmond, Virginia. He is the author 
of How To Be Unlucky, Something They Will Not Forget, 
and Blasphemers. His wife is generous and his children 
are funny. 
 
https://www.circeinstitute.org/blog/4-elevator-pitches-
classical-education  

It is hard to explain classical education swiftly and 
accurately, though I think it is enough to say one 
or two true things about it that will intrigue 
people enough to look deeper. Here are four ways 
of explaining the gist of classical education, none 
of which is longer than a hundred words. If you 
only have a thirty second elevator ride to describe 
classical education, you need not persuade 
anyone to do anything other than take a second 
look at it later with sympathy and intrigue.  
 
1. Walker Percy once said, “You can get all A’s and 
still flunk life.” A classical education is simply the 
kind of education you pursue when you believe 
this statement is true. In American schools, grades 
have risen steadily over the last twenty-five years, 
but so have suicide rates and mental illness, and 
attention spans have become microscopic. 
Classical educators don’t believe there is any value 
in grasping good things if they cannot be enjoyed 
by good men and good women. A classical 
education is chiefly concerned with virtue, which 
is the health and goodness of the human soul. 
 
2. Almost nothing lasts. Buildings crumble. Clothes 
wear out. Cups break. A ceaseless flood of 
fashionable ideas comes and goes. What was 
thought progressive and enlightened just ten 
years ago is thought vulgar and primitive 
today. Things don’t last. Ideas don’t last. 
Almost nothing lasts. However, there is a very 
precious small number of things that do last. 
Some things don’t fall apart with time— they 
grow. A classical education is only concerned with 
bringing those rare things— the things which 

https://www.circeinstitute.org/blog/4-elevator-pitches-classical-education
https://www.circeinstitute.org/blog/4-elevator-pitches-classical-education
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Beautiful day to find 

six-legged organisms! 

We are the pro-life generation 

A dozen of our students traveled to Washington, 
D.C. for the March for Life on January 22-25. They 
even caught up with students from Chesterton 
Academy of the Holy Family! 

 

The students who did not go to Washington, D.C. 
had the opportunity to attend the Mass for the 
Unborn here at the Cathedral of St. Mary. They also 
made a stop at the Crittendon Center to deliver 
some baby blankets they made! 

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  
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Chemistry at ICC 
Chemistry students 
had the 
opportunity to 
work in the science 
lab at ICC. Using 
professional grade 
equipment, they 
learned the proper 
way to conduct 
experiments and 
put those new 
found skills to 
practice! 

How lovely are thy branches 
House Chrysostom and House Augustine competed in a Christmas tree decorating 
contest.  Patrons of the choir concert voted for their favorite.  House Augustine came 
close with their twelve days of Christmas themed tree, but congratulations go to 
House Chrysostom and their Polar Express themed tree! 

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  
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Donation Wish Lists 
V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  V  

Do you shop on Amazon?  Did you know you 
could financially support Chesterton 
Academy of the Sacred Heart just by using 
Amazon Smile and including the school as 
the beneficiary?  It’s true!  There is no cost to 
you, but a portion of what you purchase from 
Amazon will be given to the school. 

Many of these items listed below currently 
come from the school’s budget.  They will 
continue to be provided by the budget if not 
donated, but the more items that are donated 
by families, the more money can be spent in 
the classroom directly benefiting your 
student’s education!  

We know you already invest an enormous 
amount of money into your child’s education. 
Your child attends Chesterton Academy of 
the Sacred Heart because you know how 
important that investment is!  Thank you for 
your support of Chesterton Academy and 
allowing us to work with you in the formation 
of your students! 

It’s never too early to choose Chesterton for 
the 2020-21 school year! Follow the link on 
our website to the TADs admission and en-
rollment program.  Questions?  Give us a 
call and we can help you! (309) 213-3958. 

Registration now open! 

Supply Requests 

 Dry-erase markers (colorful!) Expo brand, 
please 

 Disposable coffee cups for events 

***We ask that students supply their own utensils, 
plates, and cups for lunches and coffee.  The 
school does not provide these for daily use; how-
ever, if parents would like to continue to donate 
these for general use, as they have in the past, 
they are welcome to do so. 

 

Cleaning Supply Requests 

 Glass cleaner 

 Paper towels 

 Tissues 

 Disinfecting wipes 

 Handheld disposable dusters 
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Robotics is on the run! 

Father of the Bride 
Congratulations to all students and Mr. Smith on the 
success of the fall play, Father of the Bride!  You brought 
the house down! Thank you to everyone who had even a 
small part in the production, whether it was collecting 
admission fees, donating time, money, or items, passing 
out programs, make-up, hair, the list goes on!  

N O T E S  A N D  Q U O T E S  

The Chesterton Robotics team is ranked third regionally!  So far 
they have attended three meets.  They had a rough start in the 
first meet with one win and four losses, but they now stand unde-
feated with nine straight wins in the 2nd and 3rd meets!  Keep up 
the great work! 



February 
 Friday, Feb. 7 - Barn Dance - 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, Feb. 16 - Nerts Party 2:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
 Monday, Feb.  17 - Shadow Day (President’s Day) 
 
March 

Monday, March 2 - Open Gym (Women) - 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 6 - Shadow Day 
Monday-Friday March 9-13 - Spring Break (No School) 
Monday, March 16 - Open Gym (Men) - 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 27—Chesterton Gala 

4020 N. Brandywine Drive 

Peoria, IL 61604 

 

Phone: 309-213-3958 

E-mail: office@chestertonpeoria.com 

Chesterton Academy of the Sacred Heart is a private high 

school guided by the Truths of the Catholic Faith and loyal 

to the Magisterium. Its goal is to provide an affordable 

Classical curriculum steeped in tradition, and augmented 

by the Socratic Method in order to cultivate its students 

both spiritually and academically. As a school, it will 

reinforce the role of parents as primary educators of their 

children and promote the importance of the family as the 

basic building block of a civilized society. Faith and reason 

will be interwoven in every class and joy shall be present 

from the entrance hymn of the daily Mass to the closing 

bell of the school day for the greater glory of God.  

Key Dates 

Volunteers  

Always needed 

Always appreciated 

P A G E  7  V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  V  


